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Public Affairs Review and Forward Plan 

 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To update the Leadership Board on the range of public affairs activity over the last two 
months and to review forthcoming priorities. 
 

Summary 
 
The report includes an update on legislative and campaign work over the last two months, 
and sets out the public affairs forward plan. 

 
 
Recommendation 
 

That the Leadership Board notes the content of the plan. 

 
Action 

 

Officers to take forward in line with Members’ directions.   

 

 

Contact officer: 
David Holdstock 

 

Position: 
Director of Communications 

 

Phone no: 
020 7664 3212 
 

 
E-mail: 

David.holdstock@local.gov.uk 

 

mailto:David.holdstock@local.gov.uk
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Public Affairs and Campaigns review 
 
 
Parliamentary Activity   
 

Growth and Infrastructure Bill  
 
1. The Growth and Infrastructure Bill is currently finishing its passage through the House of 

Lords, having completed its Commons stages. LGA briefings have been issued to Peers 
ahead of all relevant stages of the Bill to date and we have been pursuing a number of 
amendments.  
 

2. Lord Shipley (LGA Vice-President, Lib Dem) and Lord Tope (Lib Dem) laid our 
amendments to allow an 18 month interim period to allow sector led support to take place 
before any designation of poor performance under Clause 1 of the Bill.  On the back of 
the Government’s response we will be working with peers to table a revised amendment 
at Report stage, revising the time period to 12 months.  
 

3. Lord Best (LGA President, Crossbench) also tabled a series of LGA amendments, 
including a provision to ‘sunset’ Clause 6 which allows the Planning Inspectorate (PINs) 
to renegotiate the affordable housing element of a Section 106 (s106) agreement on 
appeal. He also tabled amendments to require sites that have undergone renegotiation 
under Clause 6 to commence development within 6 months and to allow local authorities 
to agree with applicants a definition of commencement (the current definition consists of 
digging a trench in the ground). Finally, Lord Best tabled an amendment that would allow 
the authority to ‘claw back’ affordable housing provision should the market improve. The 
Government has indicated that they are sympathetic to arguments regarding clawback in 
the case of an improvement in the market. 
 

4. At Committee Stage, Peers tabled amendments to delete clause 8 which relates to siting 
of communications infrastructure. We continue to raise concerns on the clause, including 
securing recent coverage in the Telegraph[1].  
 

5. As a direct result of our work the Government has tabled a new clause to the Bill ahead 
of Report Stage which removes the monitoring and Secretary of State sign-off 
requirements for Local Development Orders.  
 

6. Lords Shipley, Tope and Best tabled an amendment to lift the housing borrowing cap at 
Committee Stage and Peers have re-tabled an updated LGA amendment for Report 
Stage to lift the cap subject to a new prudential code (specific to the Housing Revenue 
Account).  

 
 
 
 

                                           
[1]

 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/hands-off-our-land/9888979/50-feet-tall-mobile-phone-masts-can-be-erected-
anywhere-under-new-assault-on-planning-rules-councils-warn.html  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/hands-off-our-land/9888979/50-feet-tall-mobile-phone-masts-can-be-erected-anywhere-under-new-assault-on-planning-rules-councils-warn.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/hands-off-our-land/9888979/50-feet-tall-mobile-phone-masts-can-be-erected-anywhere-under-new-assault-on-planning-rules-councils-warn.html
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Scrap Metal Dealers Bill  
 

7. The Scrap Metal Dealer’s Bill passed its legislative stages in both Houses and has now 
received Royal Assent.  We have produced a “Get in on the Act” which outlines the 
implications for local authorities and is available on our website.   
 

8. We worked hard with other industry stakeholders to first persuade the Government of the 
need to legislate on this issue, and then to ensure the Bill’s safe passage through both 
Houses of Parliament.  As the Bill progressed we briefed our Vice Presidents, as well as 
other interested MPs and Peers, in person and in writing.  They then raised our concerns 
in both Houses and spoke on our behalf.  We also used our survey results of local 
councils to emphasise the seriousness of the situation prior to this legislation, 

demonstrating that metal theft has affected almost nine in ten councils.   

 
9. We raised issues within the committee stage debate in the House of Commons around 

local licensing conditions and fees; whilst reinforcing at each stage the strong cross party 
support within the LGA for the legislation.  The Bill looked likely to fail during Commons 
committee stage but our support and hard work, alongside that of other stakeholders, 
ensured its progression and eventual Royal Assent.   

 
Public Service Pensions Bill  

 
10. The Bill received its Third Reading on February 26 and is due to return to the Commons 

for consideration of Lords’ amendments in early March. During the Third Reading, we 
were very pleased to see the Government table a final amendment we had campaigned 
for which will mean that any negative revaluation subject to affirmative resolution.  
 

11. The LGA worked with the trade unions and throughout the passage of the Bill. We are 
very pleased that the Government made amendments we campaigned for clauses on 
retrospection which should now afford a greater level of protection; scheme managers 
and boards which have separated the roles, providing for more robust management of 
conflict of interest; member representation which will ensure equal representation of 
members and employers on local boards; the extension of other schemes which makes 
clause 25 of the Bill subject to any provisions contained in scheme regulations; and on 
revaluation. We also welcomed the Government’s assurances and clarification around 
the issue of closure, the employer cost cap, and fair deal.  

 
Children and Families Bill  
 

12. The Bill received its Second Reading on 25 February and we met MPs and briefed them 
ahead of the debate. Councils want the very best for children and young people and will 
have a central role to play in implementing many of the provisions in the Bill. We 
therefore want to make sure the Bill gets it right and secures the best outcomes for all our 
children and young people.  Whilst we welcome many of the provision in the Bill, we still 
have a number of concerns about measures in the Bill and would be extremely grateful if 
you can raise these for us during the debate.  
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13. We think that the provisions which could allow the Secretary of State for Education to 
remove councils from the recruitment and assessment of adopters are unnecessary, 
heavy-handed and risky. We are also concerned that the Bill may not maximise the 
opportunity to reform the SEN system because it creates expectations that it may not be 
possible to meet without effective accountability in place. We are particularly concerned 
that local authorities will be held to account for organisations over which they have no 
control, particularly health bodies.  
 

14. Committee Stage of the Bill is due to take place on Tuesday 5 March and the LGA will be 
giving oral evidence to the Bill Committee on Thursday 7 March.  
  

15. In addition in January, Cllr David Simmonds attended a meeting hosted by the Minister, 
Edward Timpson MP, along with the Association of Directors of Children’s Services and 
various representatives from the voluntary and community sector. It was an opportunity to 
take stock on adoption reform and to provide feedback to the Government on its draft 
adoption clauses for the Children and Families Bill.    
 

Draft Local Audit Bill  
 
16. In January an ad hoc parliamentary committee chaired by the Rt Hon Margaret Hodge 

MP published its report into the draft Local Audit Bill.  We worked with the Committee to 
highlight the sectors concerns around the proposed role of the National Audit Office, the 
burden of creating independent audit panels to advise on the appointment of auditors and 
the need to retain sufficient flexibility in the system to allow councils to work together to 
explore the opportunities for joint procurement of audit.  
 

17. We submitted written evidence and Carolyn Downs appeared as a witness before the 
Committee on 6 November 2012.  The acknowledgement by the Committee that creating 
new independent audit panels is an unnecessary burden on councils and the 
recommendation that there should be some central capacity to procure audit in the future 
is welcome; as is the Committee’s recognition of the good work of the LGA’s sector-led 
improvement.  We are now preparing for the publication of the full legislation which is due 
on the Queen’s Speech. 

 
Draft Care and Support Bill   

 
18. The joint pre-legislative scrutiny committee held a number of evidence sessions on the 

draft Care and Support Bill throughout January and February.  We submitted written 
evidence and Cllr David Rogers gave oral evidence (see below).  We held a number of 
individual meetings with committee members which ran concurrently with the evidence 
sessions.  The committee is expected to publish its report in early March.  
 

19. In addition the Government has now outlined its plans for reforming adult social care 
funding, based on the capped-cost model recommended by the Dilnot Commission.  We 
produced an on-the-day briefing for member councils which outlined the proposals in 
more detail. 
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Draft Anti-Social Behaviour Bill 
 
20. In February the Home Affairs Select Committee published its report into the draft Anti-

Social Behaviour Bill.  We submitted written evidence to this inquiry and Councillor Anita 
Lower appeared as a witness to explain our position on the legislation. In our response to 
the Committee’s report we have highlighted that we are pleased to see the Committee 
recommend that councils be consulted on the use of dispersal powers by the police, a 
key point in the LGA’s evidence. However, we believe that the community trigger pilots 
show that an arbitrary national figure of five complaints is of little value. The nature of and 
circumstances surrounding anti-social behaviour can vary hugely and there has to be 
local flexibility to respond in the most appropriate way.  
 
Prevention of Social Housing Fraud Act  

 
21. This received Royal Assent in January.  The Act, which was taken through Parliament as 

a Private Members Bill by Richard Harrington MP (Conservative, Watford) and Baroness 
Eaton (Conservative, LGA Vice President), is primarily concerned with strengthening the 
powers of social landlords to tackle tenants who sub-let their dwellings for a profit. The 
aim is to ensure that social housing is occupied by those in the greatest housing need. 
We have been calling for these provisions for some time and the Bill was, as a result, 
supported by the LGA throughout its passage. 

 
MPs debate the motion approving the local government finance settlement  

 
22. On Wednesday 13 February the House of Commons debated the motion which passes 

the Local Government Finance Settlement. The LGA briefed ahead of this debate and 
our calculations for local government finance were quoted extensively throughout; as 
were comments made by our chairman Sir Merrick Cockell about the settlement being 
unsustainable.   
 
Adoption meeting with the Children’s Minister Edward Timpson MP 

 
23. In January, Cllr David Simmonds attended a meeting hosted by the Minister, Edward 

Timpson MP, along with the Association of Directors of Children’s Services and various 
representatives from the voluntary and community sector. It was an opportunity to take 
stock on adoption reform and to provide feedback to the Government on its draft adoption 
clauses for the Children and Families Bill. The meeting followed recent government 
announcements which could potentially remove councils from the recruitment and 
assessment of adopters, which the LGA strongly opposes.   

 
Select and Bill Committee evidence sessions 
 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (EFRA) Select Committee evidence  
 
24. In February the EFRA Select Committee took evidence from Cllr Andrew Cooper, deputy 

chair of the LGA Environment and Housing Board and Chair of the Inland Flood Risk 
Management Group and Richard Wills, Executive Director for Communities, Lincolnshire 
County Council.  This evidence formed part of three oral evidence sessions on flood 
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defence funding.  The Committee discussed the ability of local communities to respond to 
the threat of flooding and effectiveness of government flood management policies and 
programmes. Cllr Cooper and Mr Wills highlighted that the £120 million additional funding 
provided by government would only cover about 10 per cent of properties at risk of 
floods, the need to redesign funding to cover agricultural land and the need to expand the 
Bellwin Scheme to cover damage to infrastructure such as roads. The future of Bellwin 
was a particular area of concern for the Committee and Cllr Cooper noted that of the 
eight local authorities that applied for Bellwin help with floods last year only three 
qualified. In the case of Calderdale, which was badly hit by floods and which saw the 
council have to direct £2.5 million of resources at the problem, only £86,000 was 
awarded under Bellwin. Closing the session Cllr Cooper suggested that the Committee 
could investigate in more detail at how Bellwin could be improved to help local 
authorities. 

 
Housing and Planning All Party Parliamentary Group 
 

25. As part of our work on the Growth and Infrastructure Bill the LGA secured invitations to 
the Housing and Planning All Party Parliamentary Group in February, which was also 
attended by Planning Minister Nick Boles MP specifically to discuss the Bill. Councillor 
Mike Jones (Chair of the LGA’s Environment and Housing Board) attended on the LGA’s 
behalf. 
 
Evidence to CLG Committee on the private rented sector 

 
26. Councillor Tony Newman gave oral evidence to the Communities and Local Government 

Select Committee in February in his capacity as a member of the LGA Environment and 
Housing Board. The evidence session was held as part of the Committee’s on-going 
inquiry into the Private Rented Sector. Giving evidence alongside Cllr Newman were 
representatives from Shelter; the National Private Tenants Organisation; and the 
Residential Landlords Association.  
 

27. Topics discussed included the rapid growth of the private rented sector, rogue landlords, 
enforcement powers, landlord licensing schemes, Homes of Multiple Occupancy, and the 
placement of the homeless in the private rented sector. Cllr Newman’s evidence focused 
on the need for improvements to be made to existing enforcement powers, so they could 
be less bureaucratic and more effective. He also used the session to highlight the severe 
problems in housing supply. 
 
Evidence on the Draft Care and Support Bill 
 

28. Cllr David Rogers, Chairman of the LGA’s Community Wellbeing Board, gave evidence to 
the joint committee considering the draft Care and Support Bill in January.  He made the 
argument that for a number of years local government has been at the forefront of 
making the case for change in the way that support and care is commissioned and 
delivered and we broadly support the proposals set out in the draft Bill.  Having supported 
the Law Commission’s inquiry on social care and its recommendations to reform adult 
social care law, he explained that we are therefore pleased to support the principle of a 
single legal framework.  This will give greater clarity to legal entitlements to care and 
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support.  He went on to outline that we are committed to supporting a care and support 
bill passing into law in order to achieve the reforms so urgently needed.  He also 
highlighted our concerns with the Bill, including that both the white paper and the draft bill 
have detached policy direction and decisions from financial direction and decisions.   

 
 
All Party Parliamentary Group for Arm’s Length Management Organisations 
(ALMOs)  

 
29. Cllr Terry Stacey (member of LGA Environment and Housing Board) represented the 

LGA at a meeting of the All Party Parliamentary Group for ALMOs in January. The 
meeting was convened to specifically discuss the recent Let’s Get Building report 
produced by the National Federation of ALMOs (NFA), Local Government Association, 
and other partners. The report focuses on the economic benefits which could be 
delivered if Government would agree to remove the housing borrowing cap currently 
imposed upon councils, something the LGA has been calling for through the Growth and 
Infrastructure Bill. 
 
Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee launch report  
 

30. In January the Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee launched its report 
into codifying the relationship between central and local government. We worked closely 
with the Committee throughout the inquiry to develop the foundations for a more 
balanced relationship between central and local government, and we support the report's 
recommendation to move away from the 1,293 existing duties imposed on councils and 
replace them with a more grown-up relationship between Whitehall and town halls. 
Speaking at the launch Sir Merrick echoed the Committee's praise of the City Deals 
which should, wherever possible, be rolled out further to give greater autonomy and 
financial flexibility to councils.  
 
Evidence to the Home Affairs Committee 
 

31. In January the LGA’s Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) champion Cllr Anita Lower gave 
evidence on the draft Anti-Social Behaviour Bill to the Home Affairs Committee in 
Parliament. During the session Cllr Lower covered the LGA’s key concerns such as the 
difficulties with the community trigger, the need for partnership working and how to 
improve the draft legislation. 
 
CLG Select Committee Report on Councillors on the Frontline 

 
32. In January, the CLG Select Committee published its report ‘Councillors on the Frontline’. 

Cllr Peter Fleming previously gave oral evidence on behalf of the LGA. Our written 
submission focused on community-facing and strategic leadership roles; recruitment; and 
skills and training support. Overall the report focused on – localism and the role of 
councillor; representation and democracy; and support and training to councillors. It was 
generally very positive about councillors and local government. The Committee “pay[s] 
tribute to the councillors across the country who are working hard for their communities, 
speaking up for them, addressing their problems and concerns, helping them get projects 
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off the ground, and working with other organisations to ensure people get the 
representation they need.” 
 
House of Lords Committee Report on changes to public consultations 
 

33. In January the House of Lords Secondary Legislation Scrutiny Committee published its 
report on the Government’s new approach to consultation. We submitted evidence to this 
inquiry. In its report, the Committee recommended that the process for consultation 
needs to be reviewed urgently and called for the review to be done by an independent 
organisation, and for the outcome of the review to be published by Easter. The LGA’s 
evidence was cited frequently throughout the report.  
 
Education Select Committee Report on careers guidance for young people 
 

34. In January the Education Select Committee published its report on careers guidance for 
young people. As part of this inquiry, the LGA provided oral and written evidence and 
was quoted extensively in the report. The report was generally quite positive about the 
work local authorities are undertaking to support schools as they have taken on their new 
duties to provide careers guidance. Among its recommendation, the report recognised 
that councils are doing good work to support schools on careers guidance, which the 
LGA’s report quoted and said that the Government should do more to ensure this 
practice is more widely shared. The report also highlighted LGA concerns about the 
limited role of local authorities in the youth contract.  
 

Evidence to the CLG Select Committee      
 
35. In December Cllr Sharon Taylor, Leader of Stevenage Council and chair of the LGA 

Finance Board, and Paul Raynes, Head of Finance Programmes at the LGA, gave 
evidence to the CLG Select Committee as part of their inquiry into the implementation of 
welfare reform by local authorities. Giving evidence alongside witnesses from the 
National Housing Federation and the Chartered Institute of Housing, Cllr Taylor and Paul 
outlined the challenges facing local authorities as they deal with the changes to Housing 
Benefit and other aspects of welfare reform. They emphasised how a key challenge for 
local authorities was the uncertainty around many of the changes and the lack of detail 
accompanying. They highlighted that although local authorities are preparing for welfare 
reform, they are being held back by a lack of information and detail.  
 

Evidence to the Public Accounts Select Committee 
 

36. On Monday 25 February LGA Chief Executive Carolyn Downs appeared before the 
Public Accounts Committee to discuss the National Audit Office report on the financial 
sustainability of local government, alongside Tony Travers from the London School of 
Economics. The session focused on a broad range of subjects such as personal service 
contracts, reserves, and the long term funding model for local government. The session 
went well and Carolyn was able to give a strong account of the sector. In particular she 
defended the rational for local authorities holding reserves and was able to set out the 
financial reality behind the perception from some MPs that money was being held back 
due or bad planning or management.   
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Evidence to the Public Administration Select Committee 

 
37. On 27 February LGA Chief Executive Carolyn Downs gave evidence to the Public 

Administration Select Committee as part of the inquiry into the Future of the Civil Service. 
Carolyn appeared alongside Derrick Anderson, Lambeth Chief Executive, and answered 
a wide range of questions related to how local and central government interacts, the 
differences in management styles between the two systems and how senior 
appointments at local level compare with those at Permanent Secretary level.  

 
Campaigns  
 

Show Us You Care 
 

38. Campaigning activity continues on the draft Care and Support Bill as referenced above. 
 
39. Having achieved two of its objectives, to achieve legislation and to secure Dilnot, the 

campaign is now being refocused. 
 
40. In December we launched a Show Us You Care advent calendar which illustrates why 

the social care crisis will dramatically affect the look of local areas and the wellbeing of 
those who live in them.  This was available on our website, has been circulated to LGA 
bulletin lists.  It has also been promoted to all MPs and Peers via a postcard. 

 
41. After issuing a “call to arms” the following councils have now joined up to the campaign 

Brighton & Hove City Council, Christchurch Borough Council, Durham CC, East Devon 
DC, East Dorset DC, East Lindsey DC, East Sussex CC, Enfield Council, Gateshead 
Council, Hampshire CC, Islington Council, Kent CC, LB Harrow, LB Hounslow, 
Manchester City Council, North Yorkshire CC, Plymouth City Council, Royal Borough of 
Kingston upon Thames, Scarborough BC, South Somerset DC, South Tyneside Council, 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Tameside MBC, Torbay Council, Warwickshire CC, West 
Sussex CC. 

 
42. We will be publishing a simple guide to Dilnot in March. 
 
43. We are currently carrying out regional analysis of implications of the Dilnot proposals. 
 
44. We will be holding a Smith Square debate on the issue of the social care funding gap on 

1 May. 
 

Growth 
 

45. Campaigning activity continues on and around the Growth and Infrastructure Bill as 
referenced above. 
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46. The LGA has undertaken research, in collaboration with the Association of Convenience 
Stores, into the economic impact utility street works have on small high street 
businesses. This research was launched in Parliament on 12 December, and a follow up 
summit with utility companies has been organised for February 2013 to discuss how local 
government and utilities can work together on improving standards. 

 
47. We will be holding a Smith Square debate on growth on 8 May. 
 

Hidden Talents 
 

48. In December we published our report, Hidden talents II: re-engaging young people, the 
local offer. In this report, we make an evidenced case for a local approach to help turn 
around the lives of the 260,000 long-term disengaged young people, with the ambition of 
reducing youth unemployment by 20 per cent and realising annual savings of around 
£1.25 billion to the exchequer. 
 

49. In February 2013, the LGA and CBI held a joint conference on unemployment, attended 
by Employment Minister, Mark Hoban MP, which referenced Hidden Talents work. 

 
50. In Spring 2013, the LGA will publish analysis produced for us by the Centre for Economic 

and Social Inclusion on the success rate of national schemes, outlining the cost per 
person. 

 
51. We will be holding a Smith Square debates on youth unemployment and Hidden Talents 

with the Work Foundation on 17 April. 
  

Independent Local Government 
 

52. In January the Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee published its report 
on the codification of relations between central and local government at which Sir Merrick 
Cockell spoke alongside the chair of the PCRSC Graham Allen MP and CLG Minister 
Brandon Lewis MP. 
 

53. We will be holding a Smith Square debate which will discuss whether the Queen’s 
Speech should untie the hands of local government on the 24th April.   

 
54. The concept of granting local government greater independence is featuring as a key part 

of our regional road shows and ‘deep dives’ where we will consult members on the future 
of the Independent Local Government campaign. 

   
Stakeholder management  

 
55. Regular briefing sessions with MPs and Peers as part of parliamentary work outlined 

above. 
 

56. Supporting the activities of LGA Vice-Presidents in Parliament in line with 2012/13 
Business Plan priorities and campaigns. 
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57. Political contact programme for Chairman and Chief Executive as required. 
 
58. Political contact programme for Board Chairs and LGA officers as required. 
 
59. The LGA’s annual parliamentary reception was held in February and attracted 130 

attendees who heard about our Community Budgets work. 
 
60. The Spring series of Smith Square Debates will begin in April and will focus on skills, 

social care, growth and independent local government. 
 
61. We hosted the launch of the Parliamentary Outreach service for local authorities, at 

which Clive Betts MP, Chair of the Communities and Local Government Select 
Committee, spoke.   

 
62. The team has met with a variety of stakeholders including political researchers and 

advisors, Age UK, British Retail Consortium, Alzheimer’s Society, NHS Confederation, 
Partnership, Scope, the Guardian, the Charity Commission, the Association of 
Convenience Stores, Country Land Association, Mobile Operators Association, London 
Councils, National Housing Federation, Federation of Master Builders, McDonalds, 
English Heritage, Westco, Localis, the New Local Government Network, LGiU, the Police 
Federation, Universities UK, Tata Consulting and the Association of Police and Crime 
Commissioners. 

 
63. We have launched a stakeholder mapping exercise which seeks to identify the key 

internal and external public affairs and campaigns audiences. 
 

Marketing  
 
64. Reviewing design and print processes with a view to it becoming more efficient. 
 
65. Looking at possible photo library solutions to address the need for better images and 

management of their use. 
 
66. Communications support for launch of LG Inform.  
 
67. Continued promotion of sector-led improvement (cross programme). 
 
68. Support to programmes. 

 
69. Brand management – the reputation of the LGA, including a review of the corporate style. 
 
70. Marketing support for LGA campaigns, including London focussed Be a councillor activity 

and Show us you care. 
 
71. Marketing support to communications peer challenge of Eastbourne. 
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Priorities for next three months 
 
72. Ongoing lobbying support for delivery of 2012/13 Business Plan priorities. 

 
73. Legislative work on priority Bills as agreed by the Leadership Board, including Growth 

and Infrastructure Bill; Children and Families Bill; Public Service Pensions Bill; draft 
Social Care Bill; draft Local Audit Bill; and the draft Anti-Social Behaviour Bill.  

 
74. Lobbying on LGA campaigns, as agreed by Leadership Board. 
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Public Affairs and Campaigns forward plan 
 

Month:  March April May 

External events 20th Budget   Queen’s speech expected 

Select 
Committees and 
APPGs 

LGA submitting evidence to Local 
Growth APPG on skills 
 
LGA giving oral evidence to APPGs on 
disability and local Government inquiry 
into social care 
 
LGA giving evidence to EFRA Select 
Committee inquiry on contamination of 
meat products 
 
LGA offering oral evidence to Cycling 
APPG on ‘Get Britain Cycling’ inquiry 
 
LGA offering written evidence to 
Transport Select Committee on parking 
enforcement 
 

  

Public affairs 
events 

11 March, LGA speaking at launch of 
Local Housing Requirement 
Assessment Toolkit  
 
14 March, LGA summit with utility firms 
on street works, Transport Minister 

Smith Square debates 

 Wednesday 17th April  
“Together in the national interest” – 
can we reach the most disengaged? 

 Wednesday 24th April 2013 
Should the Queen’s Speech untie the 

Smith Square debates 

 Wednesday 1st May 2013 
Balancing the books  

 Wednesday 8th May 
On the edge, how can we really 
deliver jobs and growth? 
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Norman Baker MP and Transport 
Select Committee Chair Louise Ellman 
MP speaking 

hands of local government?   

Legislation  Final Stages of Growth and 
Infrastructure Bill 
 
Scrap Metal Dealer’s Act – LGA’s Get 
in on the Act published 
 
Draft Care and Support Bill joint 
committee report expected 
 
Committee Stage of the Children and 
Families Bill 
 
Public Service Pensions Bill to return to 
the House of Commons for 
Consideration of Lords amendments. 

Children and Families Bill expected to 
progress to Report Stage and Third 
Reading in the House of Commons 
 
Royal Assent of Growth and 
Infrastructure Bill expected 
 
Growth and Infrastructure Act – LGA’s 
Get in on the Act published 
 

Publication of the Care and Support, 
Local Audit, Anti-Social Behaviour and 
Water Bills expected. 
 

Campaigns  Show Us You Care - Simple Guide to 
Dilnot published 

Campaigns to be agreed for 2013/14  

 


